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Litz McGuire

I'm, ah, Litz McGuire.
County, Virginia.
and four girls.

1

I was born on a farm in Tazewell

I'm the tenth of a family of 11, seven boys
Most of my life, early life, was 3pent on the

farm in Tazewell, Virginia.

When I was just a small boy, I came

over to Logan to visit my brother, John, in 1913.
uated at (inaudible)

John had grad -

in 1912 and came to Shamrock, a store manager

for the Litz - Smith Coal Company.

A.

z.

Litz, the partner in that

firm was an uncle of mine, and he and, ah, R. R. Smith owned four
coal mines in this Logan County.

I spent the summer here of 1913

and, ah, and went back to Tazewell in the fall to school; and, ah,
during the summers when I wan'tv0rking on the farm, I was back in
Logan at Shamrock.

You know, we did everything in the hard way in

those days, ah, working around the store or, or lard had to be
packaged.

It came in large containers, and beans had to be bag-

ged, and, ah, ah, potatoes had to be bagged.

And, it wasn't like

we have today that everything is pre-packaged in cellophane.
graduated, ah,

I

from Tazewell High School in 1923 and, ah, but, ah.

(Stop her a littl~ minute there.)
I might mention that, ah, in 1916, I spent that year in Logan
with my brother at Shamrock and, ah, ah, attended school, gr:ade
school on the hill in Logan.

Ah, we walked, ah, more than two

miles, ah, each way to school and thought nothing of it.

There
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were very few folks had cars in those days.
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Ah, the roads were

mostly, well, the creek bed, and, ah, but we got along all right,
and, ah, we, ah, attended school regularly.

Getting back to, ah,

ah, school and the life I spent, ah, in, ah, I spent, ah, attended
Emory and Henry College at Emory, Virginia.
I came back to Logan to stay.

And, then, in 1925,

I worked down on, ah, Peach Creek,

ah, Crooked Creek for around a year around the mines.
manager, and office man, and, ah, ah, pit foreman.

I was store

Then, I sold

insurance for a few years and then in--late on I, ah, became affiliated with the old Fuel Oil Company in 1935 and have been with
them and am with them at the present.
Back in the, ah, my early stay in Logan, ah, especially back
in the, ah, the teens, ah, when we came to town we didn't have, ah,
paved streets to walk on.

We, they had big, ah, cobblestones or

stepping stones they called them.

And, to cross from one, ah, side

of the street to the other'n and, ah, the streets, Stratton Street,
was, ah, ah, just big ruts and muddy.

And, ah, but, ah, most of

the taxis in those days, ah, they used, ah, a Dodge automobile
because a Dodge had, ah, was high, and it had, ah, large wheels,
and, ah, and it, they could get into many areas, ah, ah, which
otherwise they couldn't, ah, have driven their car, ah, due to the
fact the conditions of the highways.

And, ah, there's many--one
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year I stayed up, ah, worked up at, ah, at, ah, in 1919, I worked
up at Chauncey in the store during the summer, and, ah, ah, I would
walk to Omar at night; and, ah, we would, ah, meet with folks, and,
ah, we'd dance and, ah, have a good time.

And, ah, then, ah, on

come occasions we, I had walked from, ah, Chauncey into Logan and,
ah, which was, ah, we thought nothing of it at that time because,
ah, just meant nothing.

Then one summer, I, ah, 1922, I worked up

at, ah, ah, for George, ah, McGuire, my brother up at, ah, who was
operating at store at, ah, Accoville.
had no roads in those days.

And, ah, we, the roads, we

Ah, you just dropped over the creek

bank and, up, ah, Buffalo you went.

And, ah, I remember that par-

ticular summer Billy Sunday, ah, he had, ah, put on a big, ah,
meeting revival meeting down at the old, ah, Armory.
had, the, we came down to hear him.

And, ah, he

And, ah, we, ah, he had what

you called a saw dust trail and just, ah, many, many people, ah,
were converted and, ah, and he was here for, ah, several days and
that was, ah, he had, ah, Rhody Hager was one of his, ah, music,
he was the music director and Rhody Hager had a sister who would,
ah, sing.
them.

And, ah, oh, they had, ah, a fine group of people with

And, ah, in later years, I met, ah, I was, ah, in Roanoke

and went down from school, and I ran into, ah, Miss Rhoda Hager
who was, ah, visiting, ah, some folks there in Roanoke, ah, at
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the home which they had placed me on this particular trip.
During those years back in the teens when I came was visiting
in Logan and up until the early 20's, the doctors, ah, made their
rounds up and down the creeks and hollers on, ah, bicycles, rail road bicycles, which they peddled, and, ah, they, that was the
and, and some of the doctors course used horses.

There was

Dr. H. H. Farley who was the doctor up at Shamrock.

Ah, they

called him the company doctor, and, ah, Dr. Farley, ah, was one of
the old timers.

And, ah, those old doctors, they had a knack for

diagnosing, ah, your illness and if they didn't know, ah, they
couldn't figure out just what was wrong when you were ill, they,
they would send you to Huntington or Charleston somewhere where
they, you could get further attention.

Ah, I remember when I had,

Shamrock, I was, ah, the year I went to school over here, I never
had been vaccinated for small pox.

And, I, I just, and they had

an epidemic over in this area, and, ah, they were vaccinatin' all
the school children, and, ah, ah, they wanted to vaccinate me.
And, I just, ah, fought it off all I could, but finally I had to,
ah, vaccinate me, and, and it really did take because, ah, I, ah,
I came, walk down to school one morning, and I just about froze,
chilled all day.

I just about93.t on the radiator all day.

And,

then I finally got home that night, and, ah, that was really one,
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ah, one day I remembered.

Ah, but I've met so many people through

the years in this county.

I, I know people all over the county,

and, ah, I, I, I see people, ah, ah, up and down the, the, ah,
different areas of the county everyday that I've know many, many
years.

Of course, many folks have, ah, passed away during the

recent years and, ah, of course, we all that will happen to all of
us sometime.

But, ah, once in the while, I'm down at the funeral

home and, ah, some of my friends have passed away, and the funeral
director will say, "Well, do you know all these people?"
said, "Yes, I surely do."

And, I

I've know an awful lot of these folks

for many, many years, and, ah, and this is the last respect you
can show.

Ah, if you can't attend a funeral, at least go by the

funeral home if possible.

We have a lot of old timers in this

county, ah, many of them are dead now, but, ah, they could give
us, ah, ah, lot of good information on, ah, the county.

And, I'm,

ah, I'm very sorry that many of 'em, ah, didn't at least write
their experiences and, ah, or, ah, ah, through the years because
we have, Web Whitehead, for instance, and Bob Hale, and many of
those, ah, folks.

Ah, I was standing down at the, ah, Raymond's,

where Raymond's Store now stands and, ah, ah, when they decided
to brea~ ground and build this nice new building, ah, and Bob Hale
and Web Whitehead were standing there; and, ah, I think someone
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had written a little article on 'em on the breaking ground for
that, ah, nice building where the old Guyan Valley Bank had stood.
And, ah, Web Whitehead, and Bob Hale, I were standing there talking
to them and they said, ah, "You know, we, we were here when that
first building, the Old Guyan Valley Building, was constructed."
And, I said, "You folks should have been here, out, and been recognized, ah, here today when this building, the, the ground was broken
for this new building."

Ah, but, ah, ah, this, this, ah, county,

ah, I'm, I'm even though I was born in Tazewell, Virginia, and I
have many, many kinfolks over there, because I came from a big
family; and I, I have three sisters living, and they live, all three
of them live, on farms in Tazewell area.

And, ah, I, ah, I know

I'm even though I was born over there in Virginia, I, I'm, ah, I'm
a West Virginian, and I, ah, married a West Virginia girl.

My

wife was Opal Claypool, and she was born up at French Creek at
Claypool.

And, ah, ah, we, we are really Logan County people and,

ah, even though, ah, Tazewell County people are known at be very,
very friednly, but I have told my folks and friends through tpe
years that in Tazewell that, ah, they're just wonderful; but I
don't believe they could come up to our people in Logan County,
and I really am sincere about that.

I have, ah, one son, ah,

Dr. George Robert Claypool McGuire who is an orthodontist down at
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Virginia Beach, Virginia, and I have, ah, two grandchildren, a
little boy, George Robert, Jr., four years old on Valentine's Day,
and I have a little granddaughter, Sara Kathryn McGuire who was
six the 20th of December.

We are 460 miles from Virginia Beach,

and it's, we don't get down as often as we would like to but, ah,
we try to get down two or three times a year.
to time people ask me why I don't retire.

But, ah, from time

Well, that's a good

question. " But, ah, I've been with this company, ah, for 39 years,
ah, June the 1st.

In 1965, Union Oil Company of California, ah,

bought, ah, merged with, ah, Pure Oil Company and took it over
and, of course, the name that we operate the dependent now is, ah,
Union Oil Company of California, ah, Union 76.

And, I tell folks

that, ah, after all those years with Pure Oil Company, I finally
got "the spirit of 76"

(laughs).

I, you know, this county, ah,

there's so many people that, ah, ah, well, back in, I'll give you
a little run down on, back in, ah, many years ago, ah, the Indians
lived over on the island here, and, ah, Boling Baker, ah, was, ah,
he was, he married, ah, Princess Aracoma.

And, ah, they spent

their married life over on the island here in Logan here where our
present field house and, ah, senior high school building stands.
Ah, they went over, took a gm up of Indians over into, ah, near
Tazewell County in Tazewell County back, ah, those years, and many
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And, ah, they stold a bunch of cattle and, ah, horses,

and they, they brought them back over into this country.

And, ah,

there was a group of, there was a posse followed them from that
area, and, ah, they finally a, ah, ran them down up at what they
call Horse Bend.

That's up in Mingo County.

And, ah, of course,

there was a lot of them, and then a lot of them they followed
them on into Logan~ and they had a big massacre here and, ah, ah,
just, just about wiped out the Indians, ah, the group that lived
here.

But, there's many exciting, ah, stories, ah, about the Indians

in this area, and, ah, ah, we've, we've, ah, have a pageant that
we put on back in several years ago.

It, ah, was based on the

Indian lore and fact is, it was, ah, just pretty much truth.
and, we had people come in here from all over.

Ah,

I might mention

that, ah, I've run for public office several times.

I've, ah, I

ran for sheriff back in 1944, and, ah, I was defeated, and, ah, then
I ran, ah, for mayor in 1951, and, ah, I was elected by a slight
margin.

And, ah, then in 1953, I was re-elected, and I served, ah,

five terms as mayor until 1960 when I was appointed by Governor
Cecil Underwood to fill, ah, the unexpired term of Edgar Simms, ah,
the auditor who had, ah, died.

In 1952, Logan celebrated their

centennial and really it was something.

Ah, the people just tied

in and, ah, they let down their hair, and I know of many people
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who have, ah, just, ah, hadn't spoken to others for years; they
just went down the street, and they, they, ah, ah, thawed out and,
ah, ah, everybody just seemed to be having a good time.

And, you

know, the unusual thing about that, ah, week celebration here, we
didn't have but very just practically no drunks.

I don't believe

we had one drunk arrest and that's something unusual.

I think the

people really were having such a good time that they just didn't
have time to, to, ah, ah, get into any meanness.

We had, ah, danced

in the street at night, and, ah, we had this pageant on over the
island, and, ah, we had, ah, many things going, ah, parades, and
we had, ah, wood chopping, and, ah, ah, contests, end ah, ah, many .
other things that kept the people occupied.

And, the, at first

the people, ah, when we first started talking about the centennial,
ah, ah, it, it was just a little bit slow.

The people were a lit-

tle slow to catch on, but, ah, first thing we knew, ah, people
were makin' old-fashioned dresses, and, ah, and, ah, all these,
bonnets, and, ah, we really, really got into the swing of the thing.
And, ah, I, I rented abng-tail coat, and, ah, ah, a pair of striped
pants, and, ah, a top hat, ah, from Cincinnati.

And, ah, it was

real hot during this period, and, ah, I just sweated out four or
five shirts everyday, ah, in that outfit.
heavy as

(laughs) an an Indian blanket.

It was just about as
And, in, in September, in
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September was really warm.
nial.

Ah, we were fortunate with our centen-

We, ah, I had a nephew, Carl Albright, ah, and, ah, heck,

when he got to be stationed in Washington at the time, and, ah, we
wanted, ah, to get, ah, Chuck Yeager down here.

And, ah, and he

is the young man who is now a general that flew, ah, faster than
sound; he was the first one from, ah, Edwards Air Base in, ah,
California.

Well, I called my nephew, and, ah, told him that we

would like to get, ah, Chuck Yeager down here for our celebration,
and, ah, he said, well, he, he knew some of the folks that, ah,
were pretty close on that might have, ah, he might be able to help
us.

But, anyway, to make a long story short, ah, ah, we were able

to get, ah, through his efforts, we were able to get Chuck Yeager
down here for the, for that week.

And, ah, they flew him in from

Charleston, ah, Grady Yeager, one of, of his distant cousins that
picked him up in Charleston and brought him up to the airport at
(inaudible)

and, ah, a group of us met him, and Walter Riggs, pre-

ident of the bank down here, and, ah, ah, the sargent of the state
police, and, ah, ah, we, we, and, ah, Jesse Pack, ah, drove the car
for us.

So, we, we brought him into Logan, and, ah, he just really

enjoyed that, and I talked to him, ah, last, ah, summer I called
him in California almost a year ago on a matter.

And, ah, ah, he

he said that was one of the finest time he ever had, and, ah, tell,
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to tell all his friends in Logan County "Hi."

But, ah, the Forest

Festival, Festival, ah, was to be held just a few weeks after our
centennial.

They generally hold the Forest Festival the first, ah,

week in, ah, the first part of, ah, October.

So, they, ah, asked

me if I though it would be possible to get, ah, Chuck Yeager for
their celebration, and I told them we'd certainly try.

And, we

tried, and we were able to get him up, ah, the following month up
to their, ah, Forest Festival.

And, ah, they were just tickled

to death and course, ah, Chuck Yeager, re's an old Hamlin boy, now,
and he's just, ah, ah, 50 miles from us here, and, ah, he's just
is plain with all the honors he has, ah, earned through the years.
He's just plain as an old shoe, no put on, and he has a fine family.
And, ah, his, I, I, I know, knew his father real well, ah, and, ah,
his mother still lives down at Hamlin.
Back in, ah, those days, there were many prominent people, and,
ah, one man that stands out, ah, was Judge Naman Jackson.
Jackson was, ah, was a very high type of man.

Judge

He was, ah, ah,

very reserved sort of fellow, but, ah, he was a type of fellow
that if he told you something that was it .
goes--hisw,rd was as good as his bond.

Ah, as the old saying

Ah, Judge, he served here

for several years on the bench, and, ah, he was well respected, and
he did a fine job.

Then, I knew Judge Robert Bland who served
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previously to Judge Jackson, and he did a good job.

Judge Bland

was an honorable man, and, ah, he raised, ah, a, ah, fine family
and fact there's two of his daughters still live in Logan and, ah,
Evelyn and, ah, Mary.

And, then we had, ah,

(inaudible) who was,

ah, president of the Logan Hardware Company, and, ah, ah, he was,
ah, a very prominent and could sympathize; and he was interested
in anything for the good of our community.

Then, ah, there was,

ah, G. Walter Rake who was president of the Bank, National Bank
of Logan County, and, ah, he was highly respected.
ah, G. R. "Bob" Claypool.

And, then there's,

He was, ah, elected on the County Court

back in the early 20's, and, ah, they called him, ah, his initials
were G. R., and they called him "Good Roads" Claypool.

And, he did,

ah, he was very much interested in building roads in this county.
And, ah, and they did, did a lot of work back int he days that had
never been touched, and he served for several years on the County
Court.
We have a fine park, Chief Logan, at Henlawson that, ah, consists of about, ah, 32 over 3,000 acres.

And, ah, many folks were

getting interested; citizens were looking around trying to find a
location for our park.

I remember Walker Rake had a jeep, and he

would take different people around up in different areas of the county,
ah, looking for locations and finally they were able to locate this
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this, ah, land at Henlawson, and, ah, they purchased it.
it was around 92 or 3,000 dollars.

I think

And, ah, when I was State

Auditor, ah, I brought 40,000 a 40,000 dollar check over which, ah,
was sufficient, ah, when, ah, when, ah, combined with, ah, some
funds that we had from the old Logan Civic Association, ah, Fund.
And, with that money, ah, we were able to purchase this, ah, total
3,000, ah, acre tract of land which is now Chief Logan.

Ah, I, ah,

felt mighty good about that, ah, I didn't, ah, had been so many
people worked to get that park, and, ah, ah, I was so happy that
I happened to be State Auditor at the time they needed, ah, and,
ah, got the check, and I was that I was able to bring it over and
turn it over to, ah, the folks here to, ah, enable them to complete
the purchase of this Chief Logan.

Then, while I was State Auditor,

I, ah, another thing I, ah, will long remember, we, ah, the armory
at, ah, Monaville was completed.

And, ah, ah, it was dedicated

in, during my term of office, and, ah, it was named, ah, ah, after
one of our, John Foster, one of our local citizens who has been
very civic minded, and, ah, it helped out in many, many civic projects through the years.
When I first came to Logan in 1913 with my oldest sister, I
got off the train at Shamrock.
County soil that I touched.

Fact is that is the first Logan

The trains were loaded, ah, gee, the
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passengers were almost hanging out the windows, and, ah, they would
get the freight off and, ah, but it the passengers weren't off, all
off, they just pulled out.

I remember that particular day, ah, I

got off and many passengers, ah, got off the train okay but, ah,
my sister was behind me, and they and many other people, and they
had to get them to stop the train again and the second time to get,
ah, so all the passengers could, ah, get off.

Ah, the railroads

back in those years, ah, they just, of course, they didn't have
many cars, and, ah, not many, ah, roads or very few roads and, ah,
that were passible.

And, the, ah, of course, people rode, ah,

they went there was heavy traffic on passenger traffic on the
railroads.

(End of Side One.)

I, I, I think, ah, that, ah, and I feel, ah, that deep in my
heart that the railroad should have kept a passenger train on, ah,
in Logan operating from Logan to Huntington; because, ah, ah, I
know that the passenger traffic, ah, decreased, but, ah, gee, they've
taken so much revenue, they've hauled coal out of this field here,
and they've, ah, they've gotten big revenue.

And, I think they

could have afforded to just kept, ah, small maybe a couple coach
passenger train on this line.

Well, back several years ago when

they decided to, ah, ah, apply it to the Public Service Commission
to, ah, discontinue service in the Guyan Valley area here of the
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passenger train, I went to Charleston to that hearing.

And, our,

ah, city attorney at that time was tied up, and I took William G.
Wilson with me to represent the city.
was over there, a local lawyer.

And, ah, Tom Smith, ah,

And, ah, there was one man from

Peach Creek, I believe, and we, that consisted of the group protesting the, ah, ah, train being discontinued.

And, I, I felt a little

bad about that because so many people had indicated to me that, ah,
they just hoped and prayed that they wouldn't discontinue that
service, passenger service in through the Guyan Valley.

But, ah,

that was a little discouraging when we went over there that day
and, ah, only the four of us were present, but we put in our protest, and, ah, it's on record.

And, ah, ah, then when the last

train, ah, went out to Huntington, oh, it was loaded.

We used a

lot of people went, went down to Peach Creek to get off there, and
some went down farther the river.

But, my wife and I went to

Huntington, all the way on that last train, passenger train out of
Logan into Huntington.

And, I had a fellow to come down, bring

my car down and pick us up and, ah, bring us back into Logan.

And,

ah, I have the last ticket sold on that passenger train in my safe
deposit box (laughs).
Ah, we've done, my wife and I have, ah, done quite a bit of
travelling through the years.

Ah, we when we went into Alaska in
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1972, we were gone about eight weeks, and, ah, we drove around
12,000 miles.

We rode boats over 600 miles.

We'd get on one

boat, and, ah, we get off of, catch a can for a night and then
get another boat the next day and go on up to Petersburg, and the
next day get back on another boat the next day.

And, ah, we, we

rode those boats there for over 600 miles, three different boats,
ah, heading for Alaska.
Rupert.

Ah, we boarded the first boat at Prince

Then when we got off the boat, we headed on up into farther

into Alaska, and, ah, we've spent about, ah, ah, several weeks up
there, and, ah, we flew over 3,000 miles over Alaska.

We drove

up, we flew out of, ah, Fairbanks into, ah, Point Barrow up on the
Arctic Ocean.

We were at, ah, Dead Horse or Tudor Bay where this,

ah, ah, oil line is supposed to come out put.
(You can chop off anything, you can cut out anything you want
to on it anyway.)

Ah, about 1870, about several of my kinfolks,

ah, most of them were married, ah, headed for Utah.

They went

through Chicago, ah, during the time of that big Chicago Fire.
And, ah, some of them settled in different states out there, Utah,
Idaho, and different states about, ah, two, ah, some of them were
Mormon before they went out and, of course, others, ah, ah, turned
Mormon after they got out there.

Ah, my wife and I made our first

trip out in 1937 to Utah to a Litz Reunion.

A lot of my kinfolks
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were named Litz, and some were Woods, some were Jameson, some were
Bowles, and then many other family names.

And, ah, so we visited,

ah, we made this, ah, Litz Reunion and Utah in 1947, and, ah, we
met about, ah, 150 of my kinfolks that we had never seen before.
The fact is we'd only met about three, ah, from that area before.
Ah, I, ah, talked to my, I spent, ah, a night, couple nights out
on the farm with, ah, ah, Steve Lower and his family, and they
were cousins of mine.

And, ah, we, ah, went to, ah, they were

having their Centi--in 1937, they were having their centennial
celebration, and, ah, they were really having a big time all over.
They were dancing, they were having parades, they having all kinds
of things going on, and, ah, the states joining Utah, ah, tied in
with them, and they all had their banners out and, ah, were celebrating with them.

Anyway, one night, ah, we went to a square

dance at the Mormon Church.

They had, ah, a fellowship room there,

and they danced in the church.

And, I remember coming back to,

ah, my cousins that night after the dance and my wife said, ah,
"Litz, that's the first time in my life I ever danced in a church."
(Laughs.)

Ah, but they were all mighty fine.

And, ah, ah, one,

one morning sitting there in,ah, out on the farm, ah, Cousin Opal
Lyra, ah, she, she asked me said, "Now, what do you want to know
about Mormons?"

Said, ah, "You, you sit down and just ask me any
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questions you want to."

And, of course, I was just a little bit

embarrassed because I didn't know whether they were touchy on that
subject of, ah, ah, plural marriages and so forth, and, ah, but I
did, I asked her.

And, I said, "Did any of our family, were they,

did they have more than one wife?"

She said, "No," said, "ah, we,

ah, our family didn't do that," said, "about two pairs of our kin folks out there were Mormon" but she said, "course when, ah, Utah
became a state, they outlawed," said, "that, ah, ah, ah, person
having more than one wife."

Ah, but I was, ah, we, we celebrated

in Salt Lake, Utah, with the folks,

and we were there over a week.

And, then, ah, ah, we, ah, but while we were there one day, we, we
were driving down, ah, towards Utah, and there's a big monument of,
ah, of, ah, Brigham Young who was the Mormon leader.

And, his, ah,

hand was pointing towards Salt Lake, and, ah, one of my cousins
who was riding with us there from, ah, Ogden, Utah, said, ah, "See,
he's, ah, pointing towards the bank."
bank (laughs).
enjoyed that.
California.

The Mormon Church owns that

I, we visited, ah, there for about a week, and we
Then, we headed on out, ah, farther west out to

And, ah, but, ah,

in 1967, ah, 60, I, ah, went to, ah,

San Francisco for a convention, and I stopped off in Utah.

And,

ah, my cousin, Dr. Thompson, Wendell Thompson, from Ogden, Utah,
picked us up and, ah, ah, took us, ah, ah, out for a few days there.
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And, then I got on, on the plane and went on into San Francisco.
And,

in 1967, we attended another Litz Reunion in Utah.

But, those

Mormon, ah, I'm not a Mormon, ah, but, ah, an awful lot of my kinfolks were.

I'm a Methodist.

But, ah, they, one thing I like about

the Mormons is many things I like about 'em, they have frowned on,
ah, ah, government taking care of their people.

Fact during the

Depression, they took care of their own folks in need, and, ah, I,
ah, I have a lot of respect for 'em, ah, due to that fact.

And,

they were hard workers, and they, they developed that count.ryby
the harvest; and, ah, when they, when they went out there, it was
rough sledding and when those pioneers discovered that country, it
was rough sledding.

Many of them died and, ah, from, ah, ah, bat-

tles with Indians, and some died from disease, and so forth.

But,

ah, here we were riding in a good car and, and, enjoying it, and
we had, ah, places to stay and, ah, all of the facilities that you
would want, expect in travelling.
Many, many of the younger folks don't know it, but, ah, the
railroad, ah, used to come into Dingess across the mountain here
from Mud Fork.

And, there was a fellow here they called him, ah,

Uncle Don Ellis, and, ah,. his mother was related to Jack Dempsey's
mother.

Ah, Uncle Don loved to, ah, tell about the times that, ah,

he would, ah, that the, ah, he would. take his team into, ah, Dingess
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and bring back a big load, a wagon load of, ah, all kinds of merchandise and, ah, ah, any other materials that, ah, were needed in
this area.

And, he could just talk for hours and hours, and, ah,

ah, we have so many of those old timers that, ah, are now deceased
and, ah, ah, an awful lot, lot of that infonnation has, ah, unfortunately gone to the grave with them.

But, ah, I, ah, I was fortunate

to, ah, to, to know those a lot of those old folks, settlers, and,
ah, I certainly have, ah, enjoyed through the years standing and
talking to them and, ah, getting a lot of really, ah, fine and
rare infonnation.

Ah, but it's something that, ah, the individual

really involved, ah, needed to put down on paper himself.
Logan, ah, and Logan County have has come a long ways, ah,
since I've first came to Logan in 1913.

We've, ah, improved our

schools, we've improved our roads and, of course, our population
has, ah, increased, and, ah, they've, ah, increased coal mines.
And, ah, for number of years (inaudible), ah, they was an awful
lot of coal business in this area.

Then, ah, for a few years it

declined and, ah, ah, our population has declined starting about
1950, it had declined.

Anq ah, but, ah, and the coal business has

declined with it but, ah, in recent years the, our, our business
structure has, ah, increased, and we, ah, our population, I believe
at the present time is,ah, is, ah, increasing instead of declining,
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ah, decreasing.

We've, we've been, ah, back several years ago,

1950, we had about 77,000, and today, I believe, it's around forty,
ah, five, or six thousand people.

But, I believe if you, we have

a lot of our folks that have, ah, that's had to leave for purpose
of getting jobs and makin' a livin', ah,who are now coming home
due to the fact that our coal mines are, are pickling up, and, ah,
they're needing more men.

And, ah, ah, our folks, and once you're

a native of Logan County, you just, it's just hard for you to, ah,
ah, be anything but a good Logan Countian.

And, we've had many

fine boys and girls go out of here of all walks of life, some of
'em doctors and lawyers.

And, ah, ah, once in a while, someone is

discussing the fact that, ah, well, we've losts:> many of our young
boys and girls, and I tell them, well, we don't want to be selfish,
we want to spread our good things around.

And, ah, course that,

ah, we do hate to lose our boys and girls, but I believe we're
going to keep more of them in the future than we've been able to
keep in the past.

Ah, I think, ah, that the many things that are

going on, .and, ah, the, ah, the young folks are coming along now.
They're more interested in, ah, ah, the community, and, ah, I
believe they're going to be the, the group that, ah, can, ah, ah,
bring us up and, ah, elevate our situation.

And, ah, I, I believe

that they, they can do, do a real good job, and, ah, I think
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they're becoming more and more interested in, ah, in the community
than they have in the past so they're the ones that have to operate,
ah, this country in the future, and we, I'm not afraid because we,
ah, I'm well sold on our young people of today.

We have a few that

get off base, but they're not a drop in the bucket in compar.
Logan, ah, has always been a, an area full of people were interested in their neighbors.

I, I like that, ah, in other words as

the old saying goes, when the chips are down, they, our people stand
up and are counted.

We have been very successful in many drives

we've had around here, the United Fund, Community Chest, if you
want to call it that, and, ah, our folks have_stood up and been
counted when they needed, ah, neighbors needed help.
have, ah, so many things going for us around here.
ah, a bunch of, ah, civic clubs.

And, ah, we
We have, ah,

We have, ah, ah, a crippled

children's, ah, facility, and we have, ah, ah, hospitals.

We

have, ah, a new hospital going up here in Logan which will be completed before too long.

And, ah, ah, these people are not standing

still, they're moving.

And, as long as you are moving, you can

accomplish something.

Ah, you don't stand still, you ·either move

or you, you go down hill.

And, as long as Logan's present people

of this county have the get up and go that they now have, Logan
County will improve every year in the future.

I have no worries

Litz McGuire 23

about Logan County and its people.

A lot of these people, ah,

are, they have, ah, their ancestors settled this, ah, county.
And, ah, they have their offsprings, and, ah, they, they are, ah,
doing a good job of, ah, building up, ah, our heritage, and I, I
feel that so many things going on for us that this county will be,
ah, one of the top counties in the State of West Virginia .

